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Workshop outline

Part 1
� Why use groups?
� Issues to consider
� Moodle examples

Part 2
� Design a group activity
� Break

Part 3
� Hands-on workshop: Creating groups in Moodle



Why groups?

� Generic advantages: 
� Motivational
� Educational
� Ideological

(Reynolds, 1994) 



Why Moodle groups?

� Flexible participation
� A ‘home’ for the group

� Visibility 
� Administrative 

advantages 



Issues to consider

� How will the activity further the module 
objectives? 

� Assessment?
� Group dynamics
� Composition: Size? Self selecting or predefined? 
� Access to technology
� Training
� What if they don’t use Moodle?
� Others?



Examples



Discussion forum examples

� Online debate
� Preparation for group 

projects/presentations
� Online role play
� Others?



Chat examples

� Brainstorming
� Decision making

� Others?



Wiki examples

� Collaborative 
authoring 



Glossary examples 

� Team compilation of 
entries

� Critique of definitions

� Others?



Activity 

�Spend some time designing a group 
activity



Creating Moodle groups

1. Set up groups
2. Add students to groups
3. Apply groups

� Individual activity level
� Course level

4. Separate or visible? 



Separate or visible groups?

Moodle has two group modes: 
� When separate groups are applied to an activity 

each group can only see their own group, others are 
invisible.

� When visible groups are applied to an activity each 
group works in their own group, but can also see 
other groups.



Separate groups

� If we apply separate groups to a discussion forum, 
when students access the forum they will only see 
messages posted by students in their own group. 



Visible groups

� If we apply visible groups to a forum, then while 
students can only contribute to their own group, they 
will be able to see messages posted by other 
groups.



Worksheet

1. Set up groups
2. Add students to groups
3. Apply groups


