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Ian Gleeson, 
DCU Clubs and Societies Ball, 2005.


	On completing my Leaving Certificate in 1992, I took a 3 year diploma course in a Dublin college. However, due to personal circumstances, I was unsuccessful in my exams, and ultimately dropped out. I was largely employed in warehousing afterwards, driving forklifts, etc. – a far cry from my career aspirations, in which I always had a desire to go back into education when it suited me better. 

In the summer of 2004 I began scrutinising all the available courses on the CAO website, deciding to focus on Business at DCU as my first option. This decision was largely due to the excellent module options and specialisms, which enable students to mould their course to their own needs. Before commencing my course in September 2005, I psyched myself up for what was ahead. My attitude was that if everyone else is doing this, then so can I. So far, the course is going well, I have just received my exam results (all passed!). 

The first semester in college is regarded as being the most difficult for mature students; many haven’t been in formal education for a long time, including myself. The key is to keep with the programme, ask for assistance when it is required, and take each day as it comes. I have had lots of support from friends and family. I am fully settled in now, and wouldn’t look back. Mature students tend to form a clique on the first few days, and stick together, so for prospective mature students, there are no problems in making new friends. I would advise anyone who aspires to acquiring a third level qualification to take the first step now. Where there’s a will, there’s a way and you’ll find the way – just as I have!









