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Following the feminist motto “the personal is political”, this paper argues for the need of 

further analysis in the national context of Chile of what has been called more broadly 

“sexual citizenship”. The concept of sexual citizenship has proved to be useful as a 

descriptive and explanatory category that helps us understand and classify particular 

forms of identity politics that cohere around the recognition of differentiated citizenship 

(a form of citizenship that makes space for both particularism and universalism). Here we 

claim that this is a complex concept that works as a metaphor (Weeks, 1998) through the 

condensation of individual human experience from two different realms: sexuality 

(private) and citizenship (political, public). Drawing on individual interviews with people 

living with HIV and interviews with people from an organisation from the civil society, 

which defends and disseminates the sexual rights of people with HIV, the paper provides 

evidence that the concept of sexual citizenship is politically productive in terms of 

promoting the emancipation of sexual minorities and the radicalization of democratic 

social struggles that cohere around gender issues.  
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