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Representations of Black women (sexualities) in South African creative genres have been 

the subject of much academic writing across disciplines. Most of this scholarship focuses 

on the problematic heteropatriarchal and/or pathological inscription of Black women’s 

sexual agency and embodiment. This paper focuses on the television series, Society, co-

written by Makgano Mamabolo & Lodi Matsetela, which premiered on South African 

Broadcasting Television 1 (SABC1) in January 2007 and is currently in its second season 

and Shouting Silent (2001), an award-winning documentary film by celebrated film-

maker, Xoliswa Sithole. Varied in genre and stylistic choices, these two texts offer 

refreshing representations of Black women’s self-styling and sexual agency. Their chosen 

idioms disrupt larger narratives of sexuality and embodiment in contemporary South 

Africa, and as I will demonstrate, craft a language for more interesting public discursive 

imagining s of Black women. My analysis will be attentive to the transgressive portrayals 

of invalidated subject positions, such as that of Black lesbian, sexually liberated urbanite 

and transactional sex-engaged teenager. I am also concerned, in this paper, with the ways 

in which such representational idioms as are adopted in these texts suggest new registers 

for the public imagination/recognition of varied sexualisations of Black women 

(characters) in South Africa 
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