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Two women; bearing a similar name with a Sufi resonance, written by male North-
African writers in a post-colonial context; are read and recreated by a woman in this
paper. Their sexualities are explored as depicted in the texts and as socially constructed.
Although Lilly is in Egypt and Lila in France, their sexual "herstories" are both lived
outside the socially-dictated script. This hermeneutical endeavor will employ a Sufi
interpretation of the erotic as a way of manufacturing a woman-centered metaphor that
defies the literalist reading of the female body, imprisoning it within its procreative and
sex-based functions. The difference between sex and sexuality will be analysed in
Foucault terms, where sexuality bears the genesis of Knowledge and is an entire state of
being. This will be employed to reflect the difference between the women’s essence and
how they are literally perceived in society. A woman who is labeled “whore” will be
shown to be using her sexuality as initiation on the path for spiritual realization of the

divine self within and attempting to achieve internal union where she becomes
(w)hol(e)y.
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