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Sexual morality tends to be decided on one of two grounds: either the intrinsic 

rightness/wrongness of the act (as advocated for by certain religious and teleological 

accounts); or based on the consequences, in particular, the harms associated with the act. 

This paper will be concerned with the latter, consequentalist account. Advocates of sex 

work and online sex consumption predicate their argument on the liberal belief that a 

consenting adult is free to do anything provided s/he does not harm another person. 

Those who morally object to sex work and/or online sex consumption on consequentialist 

grounds argue that such consumption does lead to harms: to those participating in the acts 

and to society at large. I will examine both the coherence of these arguments and the 

existence of evidence for such harms. In particular, I will be looking at evidence for the 

phenomenon of addictive sex consumption. I will conclude by evaluating whether the 

supposed harms are sufficient grounds to change current regulations in Ireland around sex 

consumption, using Hart’s jurisprudential model.  
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